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< Stk ROBERT PINSENT.
EMOIR: OF THE LATE JUDGE. ey
| regret that we have to record the death of-Sir
; tgit ?ﬁé&‘of the” Supreme Court. of New-
Bich took place at Bintry Rectory, Norfolk, on
Yast, ‘April 27th.” Sir Robert, who was a ﬁ;qvetxdegt
> friends“and relations in“tHis :country, arnived in
" December on-a six months' leave of absen;_:e.
‘end of March he starteddthllzl_{..aci{ P;niﬁ ﬁ?:
“¥isit to -his daughter, and while ther {
m‘tex‘l?:e with theg Pope. He returned to Eng!and‘
“well in health, but the east winds and genera
-himate from the suhny south led to his contracting
on“April 13th he was confined to his bed with
<Tn'the following week the severity of the attack had
that, being anxious to spend some time wit his
srfolk- before returning to' Newfoundland, he fwas
; Tondon-on April 19th. The journey, as;l,
v too much for him ; pneumonia supervened,an
"but severe’ illness he .passed peacefully and p;unl;
y on April 27th. ~ Lady Pinsent nursed him thr(m‘gth
| andi:his-son,Mr, Charles'A. M. Pinsent, was wi
ed. - The remains were "inte{rcdt'm thefc:}:ggl:;
Rintry on Saturday last amid manifestations o
wﬁ:?part o?at{ie villagers, who had often heard the
S take part in the services of the church. ;1_ :
> who follow the affairs of Newfoundland will realise
‘ regret this sad news will be received by all classes
‘Colony. -~ The late judge was rgs;;_ected;x:&lil.ev.esn tbfel :\;e;:
j and poor, t and Catholic, and this is thedess
ey Pxo;t;:‘t:n‘ba ‘his large-hearted devotiod to
Colony.. By descent, as well as by assacia
Newfoundlander among Newfoundlanders. 30111'
rave fifty-nine years ago, it -was within the Col lony
"Grace Grammar School that be received his
 the legal circles of St. John’s he entered busxess
3al circles of the capital he met his first wife ; th mj
forensic fame, and his enti lic life was lived in/
ion with the Colony, In tk
ad Sir Robert only followed the
orefathers on the maternalside wenttodNe
5 jrothe early part of the last century
her was Chief Magistrate at St. John’san :
Her was also well known to the glder generation
jers as_Judge of the, Court of Labrador and
Colony ; while the commercial house ,}he
prominent among the ¢ merchant adventurers of
*traded with the Colony during the last ‘cen-
-whose fame and credit may now descend upon o,ne,og
the late judge, Mr. Charles A..M. Pinsent, ope of
gwerchants of St. John's.

though Sir Robert Pinsent was so identified with New~

; | foundland affairs, and took so keen an’in

-he was never a bitter

: ;‘to*qudicial a mind to permit of t

: No district proved more ‘hostile to union ‘with
Canada than did that which he represented, and it was no doubt
partly owing to“the stand 'he made on this question that he
subsequently suffered whathe himself termed 'the “severe
disappointment ” of repeated rejection at the polls, and was
led to abandon “the contentions of politics” and accept the
seat- upon the bench of the Supreme Court  vacated. by
the retirement of his principal of early -days, Justice Sir
Bryan Robinson. During the twelve years of his judicial
career, Sir Robert Pinsent was much before the public. He
was called upon to render judgment upon suits of high national
importance, such as those arising from the fatal Harbotr Grace
riots of 1883 and those affecting the Newfoundland railway,

it says;much for his legal.acumen that his judgments were up:
held by the highest court in the Empire in the face of differences¢’
of legal opinion with his own judicial colleagues and with the ad-
visers of the Newfoundland Administration. Moreover; the fre-
quent periods during which Chief Justice Sir Frederick Carter was
called upon to administer the affairs of the  Colony, in ‘the
absence of the Governor, ‘cast upon Sir Robert Pinsent
exceptional judicial responsibility, under which he never failed:

to bear himself with high-minded dignity. S
But apart from his duties on the Bench, Sir Robert Pinsent
bore himself as a patriotic Newfoundlander. Himself a
prominent member of the Church of England in the Colony, he
never forgot that Newfoundland’s life must be built up upon ‘a
| frank recognition of differences of creed, and - he was always
| ready to take part in religious, social, and educational ‘move-
. ments, from whatever quarter they originated. During his
frequent visits to England he strove to remove‘the general
ignorance of Englishmen regarding Newfoundland affairs.~He
met Englishmen who in their conversation referred to New-
foundland as one of the West Indian Islands, and again as
beingnear the North Pole. Notlongagoan Englishman expréssed
astonishment that the Colony should be found large ‘enough
to hold a railway, and by such encounters as these the late judge
was driven to the belief that but for the famous Newfoundlind
dog the name of the island would probably hardly exist in the
minds of most Englishmen.- These misconceptions’ Sir Robert
Pinsent did his best to remove. From its inception’he ‘was an
active member of the Royal Colonial Institute, and one of the
last acts of his life was to prepare a paper on Newfoundland
-affairs for the edification of that body. - In 1885 he read before
a meeting of the Institute, presided over by the Marquis of
Lorne, an admirable paper directing attention to the past
history and present prospects of the Colony. With enthusiasm
he reminded his hearers how great a part Newfoundland
had played in the history of the Empire. Adopting the
words ‘used by McGregor in his “ History of British
America,” he asserted that for at least two centuries and
a-half after its discovery by Cabot, Newfoundland was
of more mighty importance to Great Britain than any other
Colony ; and, he added,it is doubtful if the British Empire
would have risen to its great and superior rank among the
“possession of

nations of the earth if any other Power had' h
:Newfoundland. Sir Robert was indeed most emphatic in his
opinion that the Empire could not dispense-with her oldest
olony. He regatded itlas the outpost of America, the key to
the St. Lawrence, the headquarters of ocean telegraphy, and. he
did all he could to educate Englishmen up to the belief that it
;could never be allowed to fall into other hands and become the
-base. of hostile operations by sea.. He ‘was, however, a firm
 believer. in the future of Newfoundland, %:lte apart from its
strategic importance.-. Its resources were, he believed, such as
. to: make it 2 self-contained and wholly valuable portion of the
British Empire,-capable even of extended colonisation. The!
exact form whigh its future might take remained to him a
.matter of doubt. . For one thing he never ceased to strive :.
the ‘removal from" Newfoundland of ‘the hampering hand of
France. ' “It is,” he once said, ‘““a monstrous shame and a
L cruel wrong that as regards a coast so teeming with possible,
* wealth and so necessary to her welfare, ‘Newfoundland" should;
be cribbed, cabined and confined as she now is.” . As to th
question of confederation with Canada, he held that to obtai
Newfoundland the Dominion would have to pay a very high
price, especially in regard to the construction of a ‘complete;
railway system, and he would not say that the Newfoundland’




